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Pilgrimage Ponderings

Sunday School 9:00am
Sundays 10:00am
Saturdays 6:00pm

Bell Choir Practice
begins Wed, Sept 7
4:00pm at First

Mission Quilters
September 13th
12:30-4:00pm

DARTBALL
September 20th
7:00pm
Trinity Lutheran Church
Dartball League

Bryan Area
Prayer Breakfast
September 27, 2022
at Wesley UMC

4 years ago this month we began an adventure of faith by becoming known as
the Williams County ELCA Parish. It was an adventure with a few years of planning and
imagining behind it, honest conversations and real considerations of the situation each
congregation faced with declining attendance and financial support, paired with a lack
of ability to support a full-time called, rostered leader if one were available. You might
have an opinion different than mine, but I think that adventure of faith has been very
worthwhile and blessed by God.
Evidence of that blessing of God was on display when we gathered for the most
recent parish worship service and fellowship meal hosted by St. Peter's on July 31. The
day was glorious for praising God and the Holy Spirit showed up in a comfortably full
church, with people of all ages in attendance. Special music, Holy Communion, the word
of God read from scripture and proclaimed in spoken voice and song, lifted worshippers
who had come from all 3 parish congregations.
The meal was wonderful – tasty, smoked pulled pork and sloppy joe sandwiches
provided by the host congregation, were accompanied by flavorful salads and sweet
desserts provided by First and Trinity members. Conversations across the table,
laughter, repeated comments about how wonderful the service was or the food was or
the day was, were heard for over an hour of fellowship.
What we have done in the past 4 years is make connections – that word is being
used more frequently in all kinds of contexts in the parish. We are making connections
through the joint parish worship services and fellowship meals, but we are also
connecting in care through Trinity's Loaves & Fish 2.0 meal ministry; we are connecting
in music with the First & Trinity Handbell Choir; we are connecting in learning through
the Parish Catechism Class, and more connections are being considered. I like that
emphasis of connecting – it's what God did in a very intentional way when Jesus came
among people like you and me. He connected in worship with his tradition, he connected
in service with compassion, he connected in learning by teaching his followers how a life
lived in faith connects one to God and to each other.
In this newsletter you will find a “Connection-aire” which has been carefully
prepared to determine the direction of some of the existing or struggling connections
within the Parish and the congregations. Your input is vital to the future we all share as
we continue this adventure of faith. Please respond and return your “Connection-aire”
to the box in the narthex by September 30, 2022. Thank you!
God's continued blessings be upon you and worked through you – connected and
connecting by the Holy Spirit's powerful presence!

Pastor Mary Beth Smith-Gunn

Worship Focus for September
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14th Weekend after Pentecost

13th Sunday after Pentecost
September 4
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped
by translating Paul's request to Philemon into our prayer of the
day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company
and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God's
grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this
hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own.
September 10 & 11

15th Weekend after Pentecost

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today's gospel is actually
our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is
our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying
is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.
September 17 & 18

16th Weekend after Pentecost

As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers
(rather than owners) of all that we have, it is crucial to recognize
that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . .
gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God
we have nothing—we are nothing. By God's gracious favor we have
everything we need.
September 24 & 25

Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at
our gate,” visible to us, of whom we are aware) is an essential
component of good stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that
we avoid the snare of wealth. It is the one whom death could not
hold—who comes to us risen from the dead—who can free us from
the death grip of greed.
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September is birthday month
Happy Birthday
for a couple special Trinity
folks. First, on the 19th, we
have Altha Dooley, Hillside Country
Living, 09876 Co. Rd. 16, celebrates
her 94th birthday.
Then on the
30th, Arlene Dahl, 255 Townline Road,
will be 87. To these special ladies we extend best wishes
and ask that God bless them.

Sincere Christian sympathy
and prayerful support to the
following...
Sue (Crites) Bryant with the death of her husband,
Lloyd Reid Bryant, “aka Candyman” who passed away on
July 15th.
“Rest eternal, grant them, O Lord:
and let light perpetual shine upon them”

BELL CHOIR
Please mark your calendar for Wednesday, September 7th to start bell choir practice at 4:00pm in First
Lutheran’s fellowship hall. We will be playing at the joint parish service on October 30th at First
Lutheran. If you have any questions, please call Suzanne at 419-636-1288 or we will hopefully see you
on the 7th. God Bless. Suzanne

Would there be any interest in a roadtrip to
Blue Gate Theatre, Shipshewana
Our Christmas Dinner a new musical is a hilarious look at family tradition,
holiday expectations, unexpected guests and the REAL meaning of
Christmas...(football...?!?). A heaping scoop of humor, a slice of family
memories, and some unexpected surprises all serve up the most
wonderful meal of the year!
A couple of dates we are looking at would be Thurs, Nov 17; Thurs, Dec 1;
or Thurs Dec 8. The show is at 1:00pm and the cost for the show is
$38.95 plus tax and fees. We would want to have lunch ahead of the show
and maybe a little shopping after the show. We would also need a couple
drivers.
Please call the church office 419-636-3387 to voice your interest so we
can get tickets purchased and make all the plans necessary.

The 4th quarter
Christ In Our Home
devotional booklets
will be on the
windowsill in the narthex
mid-September
Please help yourself.

Look Who’s New in Blue...
Congratulations to Caleb & Caitlin
(Kelley) Brinegar on the birth of their
son, Baker Reagan, born on July 4th.
Congratulations also to Grandma Lana Kelley.

Prayer Quote
“God has given us prayer that we might draw
close to Him, that we might share our lives
with Him, and that we might see the miracle
of answered prayer each day of our lives.”
Hope MacDonald

Trinity Lutheran Church
Dartball League

It’s time for Trinity Lutheran Dartball
League. Our first game is on September 20th
at 7:00pm. Anyone 14 years of age or older,
interested in playing, contact Rob Goodlive at
419-553-0652. We can always use more
players.

September Assignments
DATE

PROJECTION

July Attendance & Offerings
Date

SOUND

Attendance

Budgeted Need $3,848.00

WORSHIP ASSISTANT
September

Buddy

Joe

Henry

7/3/2022 Sun Worship

40

4

Rossow

Whisler

Burklo

7/9/2022 Sat Worship

21

7/10/2022 Sun Worship

36

September

Rhonda

Lynnette

Joe

7/16/2022 Sat Worship

27

11

Fackler

Diaz

Whisler

7/17/2022 Sun Worship

43

7/23/2022 Sat Worship

17

7/24/2022 Sun Worship

37

7/30/2022 Sat Worship

20

7/31/2022 Sun Worship

34

Avg Attendance July 2022

55

September

Rob

Jason

Henry

18

Goodlive

Johnston

Burklo

September

Mike

Steve

Paul

25

Bever

Fireovid

Vargo

Take 5 for Faith
5 Minutes - 5 Steps - Everyday!
Think about and share your Ups & Downs of the day.
Read the suggested Bible Passage.
Reflect on its meaning for you and our world.
Pray for Family, Friends, the Church & World.
Bless your self & others.

Sep 1
Sep 2
Sep 3
Sep 4
Sep 5
Sep 6
Sep 7
Sep 8
Sep 9
Sep 10
Sep 11
Sep 12
Sep 13
Sep 14
Sep 15

Jeremiah 28
Jeremiah 29
Jeremiah 30
Jeremiah 31
Jeremiah 32
Jeremiah 33
Jeremiah 34
Jeremiah 35
Jeremiah 36
Jeremiah 37
Jeremiah 38
Jeremiah 39
Jeremiah 40
Jeremiah 41
Jeremiah 42

Sep 16
Sep 17
Sep 18
Sep 19
Sep 20
Sep 21
Sep 22
Sep 23
Sep 24
Sep 25
Sep 26
Sep 27
Sep 28
Sep 29
Sep 30

Jeremiah 43
Jeremiah 44
Jeremiah 45
Jeremiah 46
Jeremiah 47
Jeremiah 48
Jeremiah 49
Jeremiah 50
Jeremiah 51
Jeremiah 52
Lamentations 1
Lamentations 2
Lamentations 3
Lamentations 4
Lamentations 5

Offering

building use - kitchen

140.00

what's next

901.50

Joint Parish - 1st Lutheran

1664.35

Joint Parish - St. Peters

6682.98

$2,196.00

September Altar Guild

$3,755.00

Lana Kelley 419-519-2635
Jane Whisler 419-551-7469

$2,573.00

September Bible Verse
$3,640.00

Shout with joy to the LORD, all you
lands; lift up your voice, rejoice,
and sing. Psalm 98:4

$13,420.00

August Attendance & Offerings
Date

Attendance

Budgeted Need $3,848.00

126.53

8/6/2022 Sat Worship

19

cemetery

40.00

8/7/2022 Sun Worship

42

roof fund

10200.00

foundation

90.47

8/13/2022 Sat Worship

23

8/14/2022 Sun Worship

47

8/20/2022 Sat Worship

21

8/21/2022 Sun Worship

42

8/27/2022 Sat Worship

n/a

8/28/2022 Sun Worship

n/a

chief - funeral dinner

IRS

151.01

memorial

95.00

September Baptism Birthdays

Offering

Avg Attendance August 2022
building use - kitchen

240.00

cc reimburse

216.67

roof fund

75.00

$4,645.00

$3,141.00

$2,630.00

n/a

September 2022
Sympathy

Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Friday

Thursday
1

webpage
baptism birthdays
backup computer
cradle roll

Saturday
2

3

NO WORSHIP SERVICE

4

5

6

8

7

9

council reminders

10:00am Worship w/ HC

Sept 11-18 Williams
County Fair

4:00pm Bell Practice
First Lutheran
Fellowship Hall

12

11
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Worship w/ HC

13
12:30pm Mission
Quilters

6:30pm Finance
7:00pm Council

5:00pm haircut

18
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Worship w/ HC

25
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Worship w/ HC

19

Happy Birthday
Altha Dooley 94)

20
7:00pm Dartball

Maci’s Birthday

26

27
Bryan Area
Prayer Breakfast
Wesley UMC

14

6:00pm Worship w/ HC

15

16

4:00pm Bell Practice
First Lutheran
Fellowship Hall

email Marsha’s hours

7:00pm Catechism
St. Peter’s

Findlay to watch Lily
and Addi cheerlead

21

22

23

4:00pm Bell Practice
First Lutheran
Fellowship Hall

28
4:00pm Bell Practice
First Lutheran
Fellowship Hall

10

17
6:00pm Worship w/ HC

24

6:00pm Worship w/ HC

29

30
Happy Birthday
Arlene Dahl (87)

Wise Words
Happy New Year! Confused? Well, it is not really a new calendar year nor even a new
church year yet, but September is often referred to as the beginning of a new year.
Whether we are returning to school or not, fall brings a renewed energy to learn, to get
something done before the end of the 2022, to clean/organize, and to embrace the cooler,
delightful weather and fall colors.
Maybe it is time to revamp your morning routine and time with God. You could designate 10
minutes each morning for prayer. Set up a table with your Bible, your journal, and other
spiritual readings. I found a new candle to light for my quiet time with God.
What will you pray for and about this fall? Here is a prayer for students written by Aaron Meis. Join me in lifting up
these words throughout the school year.
I pray for:
Strength - that God gives them the strength to do what they need to do each day.
Courage - that they will be brave as they face the challenges that are before them.
Peace - that their hearts will be calm and peaceful as they go through their day and in their sleep at night.
Provision - asking God to provide for all that they need - for stamina, spirit, and finances - for each day.
Direction - that they will be led to embrace what is good and right.
Protection - that God keeps them safe in this increasingly unsafe world and protects them from harm and wickedness.
Joy - that God fills them with the kind of bliss joy that can only come from the Divine.
Compassion - that they will show compassion on those in need and who have less than they do.
Justice - to give them a sense of justice to stand up for what is right and to defend the weak.
Wisdom - that they will grow in knowledge and understanding.
Hope - to give them the hope that comes from above - the kind that far exceeds what we have in the here and now.
Love - that our children are filled with the love of God. That they will know how deeply they are loved, and that love will
overflow onto others. Amen.
Here is a Fall blessing for all of us:
May we all have open minds to learn something new. May we all have open hands to let go of what we cling to that is holding
us back. May we have open eyes to see new possibilities. May we all have open ears to hear God's invitation into being a
new creation and the church he wants us to be. May we have open spirits to step forward with vision, hope, and courage
into the future. May we have open hearts to love God, to love others, and to love ourselves as beloved children of the
Almighty Creator.
Blessings on your Autumn adventures with the Lord.

Joint Parish Worship Service & Luncheon
Reformation Sunday, October 30, 2022
Mark your calendars to celebrate Reformation Parish Style! First Lutheran, Bryan
will host the parish at 10 a.m. Sunday, October 30, 2022. The First & Trinity
Handbell Choir will provide special music, and the word of God's abiding presence will
be proclaimed in word spoken and sung. Lunch will follow the service. First is planning
to provide Ham & Cheesy Potatoes. Trinity will bring Side Dishes & Salads; St.
Peter's is bringing Desserts. Let's continue making connections with God and one
another – in Jesus' name!

October Altar Guild
Lynnette Diaz 419-636-5352
Marsha Kirkpatrick 419-212-0085

November Bible Verse
For we hold that a person is justified by
faith apart from works prescribed by the
law. Romans 3:28

October 3, 2022
Ready Set Relax

October Baptism Birthdays

October Assignments
DATE

PROJECTION

SOUND

WORSHIP ASSISTANT
October

Jeff

Martha

Tom

2

Gunn

Eickhoff

Smith

October

Joe

Jason

Rick

9

Whisler

Johnston

Taylor

October

Buddy

Joe

Henry

16

Rossow

Whisler

Burklo

October

Rhonda

Lisa

Joe

23

Fackler

Whitman

Whisler

October Joint Worship Service at First Lutheran Church
30

Worship Focus For October
17th Weekend after Pentecost
October 1 & 2
A little faith goes a long way is Jesus' point in the gospel. A
mustard seed's-worth of faith has miraculous potential. The
patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of
faith are the blessings received in holy baptism, holy
communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this
assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving.

Take 5 for Faith
5 Minutes - 5 Steps - Everyday!
Think about and share your Ups & Downs of the day.
Read the suggested Bible Passage.
Reflect on its meaning for you and our world.
Pray for Family, Friends, the Church & World.
Bless your self & others.
Oct 1 - Ezekiel 1
Oct 2 - Ezekiel 2
Oct 3 - Ezekiel 3
Oct 4 - Ezekiel 4
Oct 5 - Ezekiel 5
Oct 6 - Ezekiel 6
Oct 7 - Ezekiel 7
Oct 8 - Ezekiel 8
Oct 9 - Ezekiel 9
Oct 10 – Ezekiel 10
Oct 11 - Ezekiel 11
Oct 12 - Ezekiel 12
Oct 13 - Ezekiel 13
Oct 14 - Ezekiel 14
Oct 15 - Ezekiel 15
Oct 16 - Ezekiel 16
Oct 17 - Ezekiel 17
Oct 18 - Ezekiel 18

Oct 19 – Ezekiel 19
Oct 20 –Ezekiel 20
Oct 21 – Ezekiel 21
Oct 22 – Ezekiel 22
Oct 23 - Ezekiel 23
Oct 24 –Ezekiel 24
Oct 25 – Ezekiel 25
Oct 26 – Ezekiel 26
Oct 27 – Ezekiel 27
Oct 28 – Ezekiel 28
Oct 29 – Ezekiel 29
Oct 30 – Ezekiel 30
Oct 31 – Ezekiel 31
Nov 1 – Ezekiel 32
Nov 2 – Ezekiel 33
Nov 3 - Ezekiel 34
Nov 4 – Ezekiel 35
Nov 5 – Ezekiel 36

18th weekend after Pentecost
October 8 & 9
It's a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of holy baptism
have healed us. The body and blood of Jesus in holy
communion have made us clean. We have died with Christ and
been raised with him. For all this we have returned to offer
thanks. From this place we are sent on our way rejoicing to
share the good news.
19th weekend after Pentecost
October 15 & 16
Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ's encouragement
in the gospel today. Wrestle with the word. Remember your
baptism again and again. Come regularly to Christ's table.
Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be
blessed.
20th weekend after Pentecost
October 22 & 23
Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark
contrast in the gospel and all around us. All creation stands in
need of God's forgiveness. Keep the faith. God's people shall
be accounted righteous for Jesus' sake. Our God is merciful
to sinners. For this we worship and glorify God forever.
Reformation Weekend
October 29 & 30
“God loves us all, both big and small,” a child's verse declares.
The sins of the world are covered. We are able to stand tall
before God our righteous judge because in the person of
Jesus “salvation has come to this house”—to our house today.
In Christ Jesus God seeks us out to save us.

MemberCare Outreach News
TLC (Trinity Lovingly Cares) Faith
Friends is a new ministry of the
MemberCare & Outreach committee in
which shut-in, homebound, or members
longing for a Christians connection with their friends at
Trinity are matched up with folks to share
encouragement, greetings, cards, and other gestures of
kindness. If willing to be a special friend to one of the
following, please call the church office 419-636-3387...
Arlene Goshia, Myrna Tuttle, Marion Rickenberg, Merle &
Betty Griffis and Doris Geren.

Please remember our shut-ins with prayers, notes,
cards, etc. They really enjoy hearing from you.
Altha Dooley
Hillside Country Living
09876 Co. Rd. 16, #806
Bryan, OH 43506
Breita Stark
1104 Wesley Avenue
Bryan, OH 43506
Jim Helbig
Hillside - The Village
09876 Co. Rd. 16 #405
Bryan, OH 43506

Doris Geren
01690 St. Rt. 576
Bryan, OH 43506
Arlene Goshia
Hillside Country Living
09876 Co. Rd. 16, #811
Bryan, OH 43506
Marion Rickenberg
812 Pleasantwood Ave
Bryan, OH 43506

The Commemoration of All Saints' will
be observed at worship on Saturday,
November 5 and Sunday, November 6.
We will remember those who have entered the church
triumphant since November 1, 2020.
Those from our congregation include: Keith Langham,
Ralph Gallagher, Sue Staup, Lorene Wieland,
Gwendolyn McCord, Thelma Coolman, Luella Weller
and Lloyd Bryant.
“Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives
of faith and commitment, and to know the
inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who
love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.”
(taken from the Prayer of the Day for All Saints'

Happy Birthday
See Rhonda for tickets - they are $8.

Mission Quilters
The quilters are getting back at it and
will be meeting on the second Tuesday
of each month from 12:30-4:00pm
beginning September 13th. Please
come and join - EVERYONE
WELCOME1

The month of October has a birthday
for one of our Trinity Members.
Ed
Hulbert, 15271 Co. Rd. D50, celebrates
his 88th birthday on October 20th.
We wish him God’s blessings as he
celebrates.

Loaves and Fishes 2.0
Trinity's Member Care Outreach Committee, has re-launched the ministry of serving our shut-in and
temporarily infirm members with a monthly, home delivered and home cooked meal. Underwritten by
the funds remaining from Midweek Manna, the meals are prepared in Trinity's kitchen by folks who
enjoy the fellowship and cooking together. If you’d like to help, we ask for donations of cookies each
month. There is a sign-up sheet on the kiosk in the narthex or call Rhonda 419-636-3387.

Mums for the flower pots!
Would you like to Adopt A Pot and help us fill it with colorful fall mum plants? We have some monies
left from the spring flower adoption so we are asking for just $10 for each of the 10 pots. There is a
sign-up sheet with envelopes on the kiosk in the narthex. When all the pots are adopted the
purchasing and planting will begin. What a glorious way to revel in the colors of autumn and beautify
the church property too.

Dear Members of Trinity Lutheran Church / Church Council, Thank you for the
$1,000 scholarship. This money will help ease the burden of paying for college. I
appreciate your financial and spiritual support as I take the next step in my life.
With Love, Brooke Taylor

Dear Trinity Lutheran Church, Thank you for your gifts given to your synod, received by Lutheran Disaster Response in
April 2022. As a church, we believe that God’s grace is freely given to us. This brings us peace and hope. It makes a
difference in our lives. Through your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response, you are sharing this amazing grace with
others.
You are helping people near and far feel the transformational power of God’s love.
The Rev. Robin Brown, Diretor, Congregational Generosity.

To my Trinity family, thank you for the many prayers, cards, phone calls, gifts of food, and concerns expressed during
my pre and post surgery. You have helped me stay positive during this long ordeal. Thank you so much. Mary Ann Taylor

Dear Trinity, We wanted to extend a huge thank-you to council for allowing us to use the kitchen & Weiblen Hall for the
fundraiser. We also want to thank all who supported Katelyn in her effort to raise funds for her educational trip. Bill,
Tammy & Katelyn Darrow

Thank you to Jackie Uran & MaryBeth Snider for sharing the gift of landscaping on the west side of Weiblen Hall. They
have gifted the congregation with the lush beauty of day lilies, and did the back-breaking labor of preparing the area
(including the removal of lots of overgrown vegetation), and planting the lilies and spreading mulch – enhanced by
decorative rocks!

A Note about our Church Office Staffing
Our very committed and gifted Office Administrator, Rhonda Fackler, is going to be out of the office on a much
deserved vacation from Monday, September 19 until Tuesday, October 11, 2022. During that time Pastor Mary Beth will
be the primary office person, perhaps assisted by volunteers if necessary. If you need to reach the office, phone and
leave a message. Pastor will return calls as efficiently as possible. If you want to be a volunteer fill-in, please mention
that willingness to Pastor and she will see that your gifts are utilized. Thanks for your patience and understanding with
the “second string.” Have a very good vacation, Rhonda! Travel safely and return to our congregation refreshed!

October
2022

Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Friday

Thursday

Saturday
1

webpage
baptism birthdays
backup computer
cradle roll

6:00pm Worship w/ HC

2

3

9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Worship w/ HC

4

Ready Set Relax

11
12:30pm Mission
Quilters

6:30pm Finance
7:00pm Council

16
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Worship w/ HC

7:00pm Dartball

17

24

30

31

10:00am Joint Parish
Worship at First Lutheran

18

7

6

6:00pm Worship w/ HC

12

2:30pm Member
Care Outreach

13

7:00pm Dartball

14

4:00pm Bell Practice
First Lutheran
Fellowship Hall

19

26

4:00pm Bell Practice
First Lutheran
Fellowship Hall

7:00pm Catechism
St. Peter’s

15

6:00pm Worship w/ HC

20

4:00pm Bell Practice
First Lutheran
Fellowship Hall

25

8

council reminder

Happy Birthday
Ed Hulbert (88)

email Marsha’s hours

23

9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Worship w/ HC

5

7:00pm Catechism
Trinity

10

9

9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Worship w/ HC

4:00pm Bell Practice
First Lutheran
Fellowship Hall

21

22

Deadline for
NovemberTrumpet

6:00pm Worship w/ HC

27

28

29
Nov 1 Cindy’s Birthday

6:00pm Worship w/ HC

